Age 31]            Jealousy of Colonel Wellesley         [1800
for service at the shortest notice, in whatever direction or quarter the
course of events may demand . . .
The movements of this force [says paragraph 20] will be governed by
future events. We deem it necessary, however, that it should be held
at the disposal of the Honourable Colonel Wellesley, in such cases as
will be specified in the secret and separate instructions of the Governor-
General to your Lordship and to Colonel Wellesley: for this reason, it
is requisite that no officer should be appointed to the command of it, or to
serve with it, who shall le senior in rank, either to Colonel Wellesley or to
Colonel Champagnt* 1
Colonel Wellesley had barely returned to Seringapatam
from his successful campaign against Dhoondiah, when he
received the Governor-General's orders to proceed to Trin-
comalee. The prospect of more team work with his brother
in a command so full of interesting possibilities must have
been a delight to his experience-seeking mind. He wasted
no time in getting under way, and by the end of December
was at Trincomalee throwing heart and soul into the equip-
ment of his troops.
Lord Wellesley, however, was not quite so happy, for he
knew there was likely to be trouble over his brother's appoint-
ment.
Great jealousy [he wrote him] will arise among the General officers
in consequence of my employing you; but I employ you because I
rely on your good sense, discretion, activity, and spirit, and I cannot find
all those qualities united in any other officer in India who could take
such a command,2
That jealousy was not long in showing itself. It broke
into active eruption in the person of Major-General Baird,
who desired to have the Trincomalee Command. He there-
fore waited upon the Governor-General and protested vehe-
mently in a somewhat stormy interview, at Lord Wellesley's
having placed his brother, who was only a Colonel, in such a
1 Dispatches, Vol. I, pp. 30, 32*
2 Supp. Despatches, VoL II, p. 32 5.
* The italics are the author's,                                                 ,
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